Tournament Guide & Policies

The Under Armour 18U National Championship 2024 is a

Top Court National Event taking place over April 11 —13, 2024.

Team Check In:

We will be utilizing AES Online Team Check-In for this event.

ALL Teams must check their teams online.

Online Team Check-in opens Friday, April 5" at 10:00 AM (EST) and closes
on Tuesday April 9" at 9:00 PM (EST).

Any club/team that is not checked in prior to the deadline may be dropped

from the event.

Club Directors will be responsible for checking in on AES and are the only

people that can check teams in online.

See Check-In Procedures on the next page...

Team Check In continued:

® Once logged into AES:

Locate your teams attending The Under Armour 18U National
Championship

Click the "CHECK-IN" button

A pop-up window will appear with the team information, edit roster
button, and a place to enter your name and contact number

Click on the link that says "Click here to verify and save your roster"
Insert note that reads that directors are verifying the validity and
clearance of their coaches and staff as background checked and
cleared.



e To complete the online check-in, you will need to type your name and

phone number in to “sign” the roster like you would if checking in
onsite

® Once the roster is verified and “signed,” click submit

Repeat the above steps until ALL ACCEPTED TEAMS ARE CHECKED INTO THE EVENT
**Reminder that a team can only be checked in ONCE

After each team is checked in, a notification email will be sent to the club director.

Rosters:
e Roster deadline is Monday, 4/8/24 at 8:00 PM ET
e All rosters will be subject to 3 primary coaches and a maximum of 15
athletes per team.
o **Please note that you can adjust your rosters after they have been
entered (until Wednesday 4/10/24) but, all initial submissions must be
in by Monday, 4/8/24.
o **ALL Roster changes must be made prior to a teams first match on
Day 1 of the event.



Credential Pick-Up:
All credentials are available THURSDAY, April 11", 2024 in the C lobby of the
Kentucky Exposition Center from 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM before the event begins.

COACHES must wear/show their credentials to enter the venue during the event.
**NOTE: Coaches listed on multiple rosters will only receive ONE Bag Tag for the
event. Chaperones DO NOT receive credentials.

Admissions & Entrances:

Door open THURSDAY:
e 11:30 AM for PLAYERS and COACHES
e 12:30 PM for all SPECTATORS

Doors Open Friday & Saturday:
e 7:00 AM for PLAYERS and COACHES
e 7:15 AM for all SPECTATORS

Coaches, Players, and Officials will have a designated entrance area in the lobby to
help them get to their courts quickly prior to match play.

Coaches and players will need their bag tags to enter the event each day.

If players do not have their bag tag credentials, they will be allowed through to
avoid gathering in the lobby and hallways waiting for their bag tags. Athletes should
be wearing their jerseys or team warm-ups in order to be easily identified as an
athlete and enter the building.

Coaches will need bag tag credentials to enter.

SPECTATOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

e Pre-Sale Tickets will be available soon! Here’s where your families can
purchase tickets: Click here


https://u9883162.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Q-2FF-2F-2BvuGqLKtnxWtzsgZySg5JdrvHs3gjDHCMIEUNlWYSmCD6P5Rz4MAMntcNd-2FX7tIJLkHasks68oLAcwJnlal-2Bw0SIj9csxvHlxD8CSdU0i0U2NcKpjNGEmHDYl7ix5Qlo_Y-2Flgc32nDTUTw0yLypJTd9ZS33cpwOSOnwS6kw9Iz9r-2F8pyczXScwC2h8XZw6Yte6AqgwrLqVGOYFrqt5FxDLSUayuw5SXnsrnLQ4oX89cL-2FlqK8nna1TgG2Uwe2xF0ezigUrfySUwe6Ll6AO28-2BfOOaAvC9PWr2FSDiIgWWCs8hndpKAbwRNkohhymQoY088pS60hGTG7CxtGH87yYRmPcKHIMbI3Em0DT-2FBO5T4U9psabp0cEaRqMAlO0kFMxb-2B4wkspYZHnBitUo-2FOtsyGkQFHf0IvdQkhFuqgZlN074xKOPzcXChLnqXxFJj6m-2FY

o All spectators will be required to present a QR code that will be
scanned upon entry.

o Once tickets are scanned, spectators will receive a wristband that must
be worn throughout the day/weekend.

o Security will be checking for wristbands upon entry.

o Children under the age of 10 are free.

o Please send any ticket refund requests to
tickets@topcourtevents.com.

m *Tickets that have been scanned onsite are not eligible for
refunds.

m **refunds MUST be requested within 30 days of purchase.
Refund requests after 30 days are not eligible for a refund.

Spectator Code of Conduct

All spectators must adhere to the following Spectator Code of Conduct:

e Spectators are an important part of the game and shall at all times conform
to accepted standards of good sportsmanship and behavior.

e Be respectful of all athletes, coaches, officials, other spectators, and
tournament staff.

e Taunting, foul and abusive language, and disrespectful signs and behavior
have no place in youth sports, and will not be tolerated. This is a
zero-tolerance policy.


mailto:tickets@topcourtevents.com

® Any physical or verbal altercations with athletes, coaches, officials, other
spectators, or tournament staff will not be tolerated. Offending parties will
immediately be escorted out of the venue and banned from returning to the
premises for the remainder of the event.

e Be respectful of event staff, security, and rules of the event, along with the
use of facilities and equipment provided, at all times.

e Spectators will observe the rules of the event venues concerning smoking,
drugs, food/drink consumption, littering, firearms and weapons, and parking
procedures.



Tournament/Play Information:

All matches will be either:
® Best of three (3) sets to 25 with a deciding set to 15 (no cap), OR
e Three (3) sets to 25 (no cap)

Please pay attention to pool description on AES (Schedule here) for clarification

within each pool/division.

Formats are subject to change at any time due to team drops. Please be vigilant in

checking your schedules as the tournament gets closer AND during the event days.

The schedule will be live on Friday April 5, 2024 by 6:00 PM EST.

Please also pay special attention to your pool/bracket to ensure an officiating
assignment is not missed.

Under Armour 18U Championship will follow all USAV Indoor Rules

Work Team Guidelines:
Work teams need to provide:
- 2linejudges
- 1 down ref (R2)
- 1 official scorekeeper
- 1 flip score and libero tracker
- 1 Baller TV Scorer

No additional athletes from the work team are permitted to sit at the score table
with assigned positions. No cell phones are allowed at the score tables - no
exceptions.

**IMPORTANT NOTE**
Work teams that have just finished playing and are scheduled to work the next
match on their court should check in with the referee before leaving the court to
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https://results.advancedeventsystems.com/event/PTAwMDAwMzQ1NjU90/home

get water, food, etc. so the referee knows they will be ready to go on time!

Late to Match OR Work Assignment Penalties:

Playing team late to their match:
Any playing team late to their match will be penalized one point per minute they

are late, after the match start time (per the flow of the court that day) NOT the
‘scheduled match time’.

The maximum number of points that will be penalized is 15.
After 15 minutes (15 points), the late team forfeits the first match.

Another 3 minutes will be given for the missing team to show up for the, now,
second match. If they do not arrive within the allotted 3 minutes, the second set is

forfeited and the match is over.

Work team late to their match:

Any scheduled work team that is late to their assignment will be docked one point
per minute they are late, after the match start time (per the flow of the court that
day). The penalized points will be applied to the first set of their next scheduled
game in the tournament.

**Important Note**
‘Match start time’ is NOT the same as ‘scheduled start time.

‘Scheduled start times’ indicate when a match SHOULD start, per the schedule
released by the tournament. The ‘scheduled start time’ does not take into account
any factors throughout the day that may cause courts to run ahead, or behind. (ex:
9:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:00 AM, etc.)

‘Match start times’ indicate when the match WILL start, per the flow of the court
that day. The ‘match start time’ takes into account any factors throughout the day
that may cause courts to run ahead or behind. (ex: 9:15 AM, 10:30 AM, 11:45 AM,
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etc.)

Abandoned Work Assignment Penalties:

Teams are permitted to find a replacement work team to cover their assignment if
they are unable to work.

If a replacement work team has been found, the coach from the scheduled work
team and the coach from the replacement work team, must let the tournament
director know IN PERSON and get Tournament Director approval before the
originally scheduled team is released from their assignment.

If a work team abandons their responsibility for a scheduled work assignment
entirely, the club will be fined $250 for each team that abandons their assignment,
as well as a Club Director fine of $500.

**Teams that are playing OR working after challenge or crossover matches**
Coaches and teams must be aware that their next assignment will populate in the
AES schedule shortly after the deciding match concludes. Teams will have 5
minutes to report to their next court after the assignment has been posted.

Coaches must continue to check for their next assignment and should direct their
team not to leave the court area while waiting for results.

Warm-Up Protocols:
For the first match of the day, the warm-up protocol will be 5-4-4 (minutes).

For all other matches in the day, the warm-up protocol will be 2-4-4 (minutes.



Tie-Breaking Procedure

Tiebreaker sets will only be played if it affects a teams advancement to GOLD.

PROCEDURES FOR BREAKING TIES TO DETERMINE POOL FINISH

From Girls National Champicnship Manual
For the competition of Girls National Qualifiers & Under Armour 18 Championships

If there is atie inmatch record among 2 or more teams inthe pool, tie(s) are resolved using the Tie Break Rules, evenin
3 team pools where all 3 sets are required to be played.

Ties in Matches are broken by the following steps:

How many teams are 3 or more
tied in match record? teams
I
2 teams

\J
Always broken head to head.
No exceptions.

2 teams I

Headto head results are used to determine pool finishes for

teams that are tied in Match Record

1. Ateamthat beats all the other teams with which it is tied in
Match Record will finish ahead of the other teams inthe pool.

2. Ateamthat has lost to all of the other teams with which it is tied
in Match Record is placed behind the other teams in pool finish.

'

| How many teams still tied in matches?

he headto head winner of those 2 3 or more teams
teams earns the higher pool finish *

percentage and set percentage?

How many teams still tied in match <_|—

Set percentage is the next level of breaking ties and is used
to rank a pool in which teams remaintied
+ Teams with ahigher set percentage finish ahead of teams witha
lower set percentage.

2 teams L 4
* 3.or more feams Will any teams be sliminated from advancing to the Gold at

the Under Armour 18 Championships

NO !

The team that won head to head
receivesthe higher finish inthe pool.

YES

in Match percentage and Set
percentage is determined by Point

Poolfinishamongthe teamstied The remaining teams that are tied in match percentage and set
percentage have Playoff Tie Breaker Set(s).

» Todetermine poolfinish position, tied teams are ranked by their point
percentage. If twoteams are still tiedin percentage from the pool.

point percentage, the head to head « Tie Breakers Sets, ifrequired, are played as 1 setto 15.
winner ﬂniéhes higher. * There may be brackets of 2, 3, or 4teams

‘ Tournament Type?

v

+ Tie Breaker sets are only playedforthe last spot
leading to a Qualifier Bid

Bid, NOT for the GoldBracket.

Girls National Qualifiers and Boys Bid Tournaments:

Itispossiblethatteams willbe eliminated fromthe GOLDbracketinaNational
Qualffier asthe Tie Breaker is played to determine the chanceto play foraQualifier

Under Armour 18 Championships

* Tie Breaker sets will only be played for the last spot
leading to the GOLD Bracket

advance to play for a bid position?

How many pool positions are available for a team to

How many pool positions are available for a
team to advance to the GOLD Bracket?

v v

v

1 pool pesition avail. 2 pool positions available 3 pool positions available
+ Theteamwiththe highest pointpercentage is « Thetwo teams with the highest point
All teams participate in ranked the highestand receives one ofthe percentages each receive one of the
the Tie Breaker Sets. advancing positions. advancing spots.
* Remaining teams participate in the Tie Breaker « The remaining teams participatein
Sets. the Tie Breaker Sets.

It is possible for one or more tied teams fo advance without having fo play in a Tie Breaker Set, as only the last pool position (spol) is piayed off

**The sequence of playoff setsis structured so that the teams with the highest poinfpercentages have the fewestnumber of Tie Breaker Sefs foplay
*“**Tie Breaker Sets will only be played to 15 points.




Awards:

Awards will be given to first and second place finishers in Gold Brackets and first
place finishers of all other brackets. Teams will be provided an award slip after the
conclusion of the final match in their given bracket/pool by their officials to then
take to the tournament desk.

Officials:

A first official (R1) will be provided for each match.

**NOTE - On Championship Day: Gold Bracket finals for 18’s in the Open, premier,
club and classic divisions only will provide a paid second official (R2).

Athletic Trainers/EMS:

Athletics trainers and EMS will be present onsite.

Athletic trainers will be available for preventative taping, injury response and
treatment, and post-play treatment (ice/wrapping).

It is encouraged that athletes bring their own athletic tape.

Protests:

The rostered head coach along with the designated court captain are the only two
individuals that may protest. If anyone other than the rostered head coach and/or
the designated court captain protests, there will be a penalty, the protest will be
dismissed, and play will resume.

Protests may ONLY be made for rule violations, not judgment calls (i.e. a ball
handling error). *Reminder that uniforms are not protestable and will be

immediately dismissed*

Refusal to play, at any time, will result in the head coach receiving a yellow card, a
red card, then a forfeit.
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PROTESTING JUDGMENT
USAV 5.1.2.1 added: Judgment decisions are not subject to protest. A

protest related to a judgment decision may result in a penalty(red card)
being assessed to the coach.

The rule states that a red card may be issued if a coach/captain protests judgment.
The penalty may only be assessed by the PROTEST COMMITTEE. The referee may
not assess a red card if a coach/captain attempts to protest a judgment call. If the
coach/captain insists on protesting, inform the captain/coach that a red card may
be assessed if the protest committee confirms it was a judgment and then accept
the protest. See the “2024 Critical Rules Interpretations & Points of Emphasis”
module for additional information.

Below is the step-by-step process to protesting that ALL PROTESTS MUST FOLLOW.
If any part of this process is missed or not followed, the protest will be dismissed,
and play will restart.

1) Coach calls the court captain to their bench to tell their court captain what
they want to protest and sends the court captain to the head referee stand.

2) If the protest request is legitimate, the head referee will send players who
are on the court to their benches, dismount the referee stand, and call the
Chief Referee to the court.

3) The Chief Referee of the event, along with the Event Protest Committee, will
go to the court to consult with the court referee, and the head coach and
court captain of the protesting team ONLY and will determine the outcome.

All protests will be handled by the Protest Committee and their decision is binding.

A Protest Committee will consist of any two of the following:
° Tournament Director, Assistant Tournament Director, Site Director, Head
Official, Highest rated available official or a non-involved Club Director
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Facility Rules:

Athletes are not permitted to impede onto another playing court during a rally.
The ball will be deemed out of play if this occurs. If an athlete makes contact with
the concrete surface in the surrounding playing area, officials will determine that
ball to be out of play.

Athletes must make contact with the ball while still on or touching the playing
surface.

Due to incidents in previous years, there will be a no tolerance policy for
misbehavior by players/teams and spectators in the venues:

e Ball Handling is NOT allowed outside of the playing facilities. Teams may
warm on empty courts inside the facility. No ball handling will be allowed in
the lobby of the convention center.

® Coolers and outside food and drink are NOT ALLOWED in the facility.

e Only water and sports drinks may be brought inside the facility.

e NO outside chairs allowed; seating will be provided at all courts.

Violation of these policies or any other general misbehaviors may result in

immediate dismissal from the facility for the remainder of the day/tournament!

EXPO PARKING
Please use the map below to reference the best gate for you to use. One day
passes may be purchased online prior to the event. In/Out parking passes must

be purchased at the gate. For skywalk access, park in Lot E behind the North
Wing of the EXPO. **Tickets are non-refundable.
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https://parking.kyexpo.org/under-armour-18s-national-championship
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